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The Fishery Development and Changes in Taiwan from the Qing
Dynasty to the Early Days of Japanese Colonial Rule

Sheng-chang Tsai *

Abstract

This article mainly uses the encyclopedia of the Qing Dynasty and the historical
data of fishery surveys in the early days of the Japanese colonial rule in order to
rearrange, review and compare both records. In addition to discussing and analyzing
the fishery development in Taiwan during the Qing Dynasty in a deeper and
comprehensive manner, this article also points out the differences and actual changes
in fishery development in several different places of Taiwan in accordance with its
local limited conditions.

First of all, the reasons for the small changes in the fishing boat tonnage and fishery
taxation in the records of Taiwan in the Qing Dynasty are made clear. It is known that
the encyclopedia of Qing Dynasty was copied from generation to generation, and at
that time the taxation rules of “Paying tax by statutory rate — Ren ke na xiang” and
“Doctrine of original tax rate- Quan er zhu yi” would affect the actual recorded
amount. Furthermore, comparison of the survey data in the early days of the Japanese
colonial rule was conducted to point out that there was a very large gap between these
two aquatic product surveys and records.

Secondly, using the aquatic product survey data in the early days of the Japanese
colonial rule, the general situation and differences of fisheries around Taiwan were
sorted out. At the same time, accounts of Western travelers who have visited Taiwan
in the 19th century are used as references to explain the fishery situation in different
locations of Taiwan in order to reassemble a more complete fishery image of Taiwan
from the Qing Dynasty to the early days of Japanese colonial rule.

Furthermore, through the discussion of fishery production organization and general
management condition, Taiwan's fishery production organization type, fishery

harvesting sale and its transportation, fishery funding sources and other subjects relate

* Adjunct Assistant Professor, Graduate School of Taiwan Culture, National Taipei
University of Education.
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to fishery in the time of the Qing Dynasty to the early days of Japanese colonial rule
are explored and analyzed one by one. This article summarizes and analyzes the data
surveyed by the Japanese; it clearly and specifically divides the source of fishery
funds in the Qing Dynasty into different categories such as individuals, wealthy
property owners, farmers, businessmen, fish shops, fish merchants, fishnet masters,
financial supporters and joint ventures, etc. Among these, fish shops and fish
merchants have played the most important role of financial loan in the fishing villages
of Taiwan during the Qing Dynasty and even in the early days of Japanese colonial

rule.

Keywords : Fishery, Qing Dynasty, Japanese Colonial Rule, 19th Century, Fishing
Boat Tonnage, Fishery Taxation, Fish Shops, Fish Merchants



