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Taiwanese Rice Technological Reformation and Local Responses
during “the Agricultural Administration under Sable”
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Abstract

Past studies on Taiwanese rice technological reformations during the Japanese ruling
period mainly focus on the improvement of rice species and the management of fertilizers,
while the technological changes practically applied to the field are rarely described.
The double upgrade brought about by technological reformations about the production
quality and quantity is in fact of no less importance comparing to the aforementioned two.
However, the discussions concerning the origins and content of the rice technological
reformations in the early Japanese ruling period are limited, while on the other hand, not
much is heard about local responses under the power of the state. This study starts by
viewing the rice technological reformations since the Meiji Restoration in Japan, first
discusses the forming of Japan's domestic agricultural reformation policy, “the agricultural
administration under sable”, to trace the origins of the technological reformation in Taiwan
during the Japanese ruling period. Later on, with saline election * common yangtianba,
strip close planting, weeding, pest repelling and preventing, observes how the power of
the state through police forces, farmers associations, grass-roots administrative measures,
infiltrates technological reformations to agricultural sites, and through Yasumasa's
eyes, sees how local grass-roots, based on their acquired agricultural knowledge and
understanding of the local environment, protest against the power of the state during the

rice reformation implementation period.

Keywords: Agricultural administration under sable, Saline election, Common

Yangtianba ~ Strip close planting, Light trap
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