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This paper examines the CCP underground party suppressed in early post-war
Taiwan, the various memories that later emerged, and the struggles between these
divergent memories. It highlights the unique role of Taiwan literature in challenging
mainstream historical narratives and resisting homogenized collective memory. The
study focuses on three phases of memory production related to the “CCP underground
party” through Taiwan literary works: 1. “Testimonies of Survivors” (1987-2000): This
chapter highlights the realistic dimension of testimonial literature. Post-Martial Law
survivors of the 1950s CCP underground party, such as Yeh Shih-tao and Tsai Te-pen,
navigated the sensitivity of their “CCP” identity within White Terror narratives. They
used an ambiguous “autobiographical novel” format to create space for expression. 2.
“Inheritance and Reflection of Narrative Legacy” (2000-2010): Writers combined the
“wrongful conviction” narratives from 1990s oral histories and memoirs with three
“anti-narrative” strategies: metafiction, polyphonic narration, and time-travel. Notable
works include Teng-tan-shu, Mazu's bodyguards, and The Morning Glory Era, which
complicated simplified historical accounts. 3. “Intensification and Reflection of
Conflicting Memories” (Post-2010): This period saw a struggle between market-driven
genre narratives and complex human storytelling, leading to a narrative blankness as a
response. Works such as Lan Po-chou’s Springtime emphasized “martyr narratives” of
CCP victims, contrasting with dominant “wrongful conviction” narratives. From 2020,
reflections on these opposing views emerged in theatrical works (Red Youth, No
Dialogue) and novels like Ku Yu-ling’s Margin, pushing beyond existing boundaries.
These three phases illustrate the struggles over CCP underground party memories and
narratives, with Taiwan literature offering opportunities to move beyond oppositional

collective memories toward a more inclusive framework.

Keywords: CCP Underground Party, CCP Taiwan Provincial Work Committee, Taiwan

Literature, Counter-Memory, Anti-Narrative
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