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SUMMARY

Taiwanese glove puppetry transitioned from temple fairs and theatres to television,
becoming a collective memory. The accessibility of television media allowed
Taiwanese glove puppetry's symbols to be widely disseminated. The use of
digitalization and special effects technologies has diversified Taiwanese glove
puppetry's modes of expression. This paper primarily explores the transformation of
puppetry from traditional to digital forms, using Pili Yishu (§%£% 2£%%) and Pili Fantasy
series (E¥EEULIfERR4C) as case studies to analyse the transmission and differences in

their scripts.

This paper is divided into three parts. The first part discusses the evolution of Taiwanese
glove puppetry from early encounters between media and the development of television
Taiwanese glove puppetry, and how Pili Puppet Show constructs a cinematic feel.
Media transforms the meaning of film and television works into consumption and mass
culture. The second part compares the similarities and differences in character
portrayal, plot comparison, and the causes of conceptual differences, finding that the
structures of the two dramas are very similar. Pili Fantasy series simplifies some plot
elements, such as cutting some subplots with weaker connections to the main storyline,
and strengthens the relationships between characters in order to fit the viewing habits
of modern audiences. The third part compares the visual innovations: for example, the
puppets' outlook are more refined; the set design is more realistic; the filming methods
utilize perspective and depth of field and other techniques in a more diverse and three-

dimensional way; the use of lighting is richer, such as using different colors and angles




of light to create atmosphere and emotion; and the editing techniques are more
cinematic. Martial arts special effects and prop design, among other symbols, form a
unique symbolic system. Although not entirely consistent with real-world logic,
through continuous reinforcement and repetition through media, a new symbolic
system is formed. Under the influence of technological innovation and market demand,

there is a constant pursuit of stronger visual impact.

Key words: Television puppet show, Pili Puppet Show, Performing art, Digital media,

Visual Communication.

INTRODUCTION

By comparing the textual and visual differences between Pili Yishu (57 #5{, 1990)
and Pili Fantasy series (E%EE T R4, 2019-2022), this thesis intends to discuss how
Taiwanese glove puppetry utilized the distance and visual advantages created by the
media to maintain its vitality as a commercialized product after entering new media.

It was suggested that it was the advent of television bringing Taiwanese glove puppetry
from temples and theatres into the realm of media, enabling its characters to become
widely circulated public symbols. The performance mode of the glove puppetry theatre
shows is similar to television series, the difference lies in the stronger improvisational
nature of glove puppetry theatre shows. The performance experience from theatre laid
a very good foundation for Pili to tell an attractive story, meanwhile media provided
another way of storytelling. The puppets also gained vitality through the lens since the
magnifying effect of photography and projection technology broke the distance
limitation between the audience and the stage, giving performers more possibilities for

visual presentation.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

This thesis primarily employs textual and visual analysis to compare the differences
between Pili Yishu and Pili Fantasy series in terms of plot, character development, and
visual style. Grounded in film and television art, narratology, and cultural studies,




investigates the unique artistic language of Pili in cinematic narration, and utilizes
interviews with directors to understand the filming process of Pili.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The research finds that the fundamental propositions of the two stories still revolve
around themes such as heroism and morality. The story structures are nearly identical.
Those new events designed still do not deviate from the familiar processes of
interpersonal grudges, treasure hunts, and martial arts competitions. The primary
changes lie in the accelerated pacing of crisis development and narrative rhythm,
adjustments to some of the text's implicit values, and all of which aim to cater to the
viewing habits of excluding lengthy text of audiences nowadays.

From analysing the visual characteristics and differences of characters’ appearance,
filming locations, and filming techniques. The puppets have evolved from traditional
facial makeup toward a more realistic, human-like appearance. Background design has
also shifted from two-dimensional to three-dimensional. With more varied camera
work, using cinematic language rather than dialogue to emphasize characters' emotions
and details. It also utilizes editing, animation, music, and sound effects to create
atmosphere and enhance the psychological effect of realism in the work.

The differences in setting, shot sizes, composition, lighting, special effects, and sound
effects are primarily accumulations of details. These details stem from the abundance
of material civilization and also encompass the predominantly realistic style of film and
television performances.

The abundance of material civilization has also led to innovations in filming approaches.
More techniques used in filming live actors can be applied to Taiwanese glove puppetry
's filming, enriching the expressive power of the visuals. Consequently, Pili Fantasy
series gives viewers a stronger sense of “excitement” and "realism” compared to Pili
Yishu. These sensations are precisely what modern audiences demand from audio-
visual entertainment products; this pursuit is a spiritual one.

The "realism” presented in both Pili Yishu and Pili Fantasy series is, in fact, a
constructed "illusion,” guiding the audience's perception and emotions through the
selection, emphasis, or omission of certain elements. By deconstructing and
recombining traditional symbols and utilizing technological means, a world that is both
familiar and unfamiliar is created. For example, the presentation of martial arts effects
is not an imitation of real fighting techniques but rather a surreal representation based
on visual effects and editing techniques, forming a unique symbolic system that satisfies
the entertainment sought by contemporary film and television products.



CONCLUSION

Enhancing the realism is to amplify entertainment value of the show. Such a sense of
entertainment stems from the audience's subconscious desires and the power of mass
cultural reproduction. These elements are increasingly focused on visual stimulation
and sensory pleasure, as the global entertainment market's commercial competition
relies on technologically enhanced entertainment to attract consumers. The importance
of visual and sensory stimulation is surpassing that of written text. While the visual
element of Pili is indeed constantly innovating to adapt to this market shift and maintain
commercial viability, they are gradually losing cultural and artistic value, with textual
and oral literary elements stagnating or even slowly eroding. Therefore, finding a
balance between commercialization and artistry, and establishing Taiwanese glove
puppetry's unigue strengths, will be a future direction for research.
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