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Abstract

This dissertation explores the development of the Han Chinese immigrant society
in the Chuchien region since the Qing Dynasty through an examination of burial
practices.

The object of this study is the burials within the Chi Luan Mien Cemetery
(Hsinchu City First Cemetery), established in the 18th century. Spanning three distinct
periods— the Qing Dynasty, Japanese colonial period, and the period of the
Nationalist government came to Taiwan after World War II—the cemetery provides a
rich historical context. Given the significant number of burials, statistical analysis can
be effectively employed to draw meaningful conclusions.

As such, this research seeks to utilize archaeological typology, spatial analysis,
documentary evidence, and cultural anthropology perspectives to examine the
temporal, spatial, and material changes in burial practices. Through this approach, the
aim of this study is to discuss the devel‘opment‘ of Han Chinese society in Taiwan.

By analyzing the material, form and 1nscr1pt1ons of burials, the research reveals
how cemeteries serve as spaces for 1dent1ty expressmn, reflecting Han Chinese
responses to global changes, ruhng pohcles 1ndustr1al development and mindset
variations. The localization observed in burlals 1llustrates how Han Chinese in
Chuchien shape their identity and llfestyle i response to evolving circumstances,
retaining elements from their hometowns whlle estabhshmg a new identity in the

Chuchien region.

Keywords: Historical archaeology, Burial practice, Han Chinese immigrant society,

Localization, Cultural change
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