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The Study of Plains Aborigine’s Reclamation and the Evolution of Land
Rights in Puli Basin (1823-1925)
Abstract

This thesis discusses the evolution and development of land rights among the Shu Fan (#4%)
in the Puli Basin from the perspective of land rights in the 19th to early 20th century by using
ancient land deeds and archives from the Taiwan Sotokufu Digital Archive(Z&4EE iz
Z£). In 1823, the Shu Fan community of the western plains collectively migrated to the Puli
Basin, acquiring the rights to cultivate lands outside the aboriginal boundary () through
gift-giving. During the land reclamation process, the land was distributed by intertribal lotteries,
and rent payments to the aboriginal owners were not regular. Abolishing the aboriginal
boundary during the reign of Guangxu (>t:4&5f) allowed Qing government institutions to
enter the Puli Basin and required the Shu Fan to pay a 5% grain-tax to the native P’u-Mei
Sheng Fan(#jJ§4=3), marking the origin of the "Kang Wu Rent" (7T 7.fH). At the end of
the Qing dynasty, after Liu Ming-chuan's land tax reform (2|4 {817 1 HERR), the rent rate
was adjusted to 1.8 stone per kah(H), which was collected by the government together with
the official tax, and the Kang Wu Rent became a type of official tax. The research of this thesis
not only identifies the original contract of the Kang Wu Rent rate, but also points out the spatial
distribution, area size, and changes in the rental amount per person of Kang Wu Rent; And
further compares the official tax and the amount of Kang Wu Rent for each plot of land after
the land survey, thereby revising the statements of previous scholars such as Ino Yoshinori({#*
#E34H) and Hung Li-wan(GiLEES2).

The thesis also organizes the implementation of the land and forest surveying(+ Bk E?
AR EEZE) in the Puli Basin during the Japanese colonial period through the Taiwan Sotokufu
Digital Archive. In terms of land surveying, this study expounds on how the Governor-
General’s Office(Z & 44 & JiF) arranged the Ta-tsu Rights(AfH#E) and Kang Wu Rent rights
held by the Shu Fan, and estimates the purchase and sale amounts of these lease rights and the
impact on the Shu Fan and Sheng Fan. As for the forest surveying, my thesis depicts the types
and spatial distribution of the forested and non-forested areas(Z{FEMREF BN EFEE I
1) in the Puli Basin, to explain the change of land rights in Shu Fan. Besides, the research
uses GIS (Geographic Information System) as a tool and utilizes cadastral maps to depicts the
spatial distribution of land rights of Puli’s Shu Fan in the land and forest surveying period.
Based on this, not only does it explain the methods of land determination(+ % 7€), the
content of Land-Ledger(+ it &) registration, and the land expansion mode of the elite
family of Shu Fan, but it also estimates the changes in the tax burden of Puli Shu Fan before
and after the tax reform of 1904.



Regarding the evolution of Shu Fan land rights in the Puli Basin, initially, due to the influence
of the reclamation model upon entering Puli, the average land area acquired per Shu Fan was
about 0.274 kah. Most land was reclaimed by using self-provided resources without the need
for tenant farmers, thus there was no landlord-tenant relationship like one field and two
owners(—H —.3F) in the western plains (where lease rights were not differentiated), which
was distinctly different from the nature of land rights in their original homeland. As a result,
after Liu Ming-chuan’s land survey at the end of the Qing dynasty, the Puli Shu Fan directly
received land ownership certificates and became property owners. This ownership was
confirmed during the Japanese colonial period’s land survey, in which the Shu Fan owned their
land rights once again recognized by the state (the Governor-General’s Office) and registered
in official documents because they hold certificates and other documentation, and became true
landlords. Subsequently, during the Meiji period(HH;&HAfE]) after the land surveying, the Puli
Shu Fan utilized their geographic advantage (345 f1/%=) as landlords to expand their land up
to 500 meters along river terraces or hillsides, citing “actual possession({5 /5 ZE&)” as
justification. By the Taisho period (K 1-4E[1) during the forest surveying, considering the
cost of land holding and reclamation.the expansion of Shu Fan land rights shifted to the Shu
Fan elite class with capital due to the Governor-General’s policy of disposing of government-
owned forests (non-forested areas), These Shu Fan elites were usually tribal leaders from the
Qing dynasty or their descendants, who had financial power because of the accumulation of
land capital. They not only engaged in land transactions with Han people or other Shu Fan
families through their common relationships but also participated in investments in early
emerging industries in the Puli Basin to pursue economic benefits.

The above discussion on the evolution and expansion of Shu Fan land rights in the Puli Basin
illustrates that the Shu Fan coming from the western plains had agency. They seized
opportunities and took advantage of the Qing government’s aboriginal boundary policies,
successfully entering the Puli Basin to establish their homes under the fierce competition of the
Han Chinese, and skillfully used national policies to expand their land rights. This thesis argues
that the acquisition and expansion of land rights by the Puli Shu Fan, under the wave of Han
Chinese land reclamation in Shui Sha Lian(7K;/>##), may have ensured the continuation and
inheritance of Plains Aboriginal culture in the Puli Basin.

KeyWord :
Shui Sha Lian ~ Shu fan Land Rights ~ Proprietorship ~ Kang Wu Rent ~ Fan Ta-tsu ~ The

Investigation on the Land ~ The Investigation on the Forests
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193-2 HE 0.3635 |  42.00 |  15.27
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343 W 1.1995 | 30.00 |  35.99
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5 1.074 43.6
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227-6 E 0.023 | 280.00 |  6.44
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231-2 = 0.0495 [ 350.00 [ 17.33
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234-95 & 0.3135 | 280.00 87.78
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313-3 & 0.034 56.00 1.9
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375 FE 0.6295 |  35.00 |  22.03
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234-98 E 0.0585 |  56.00 3.28
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5-20 Fk 0.9125|  35.00| 31.94
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231-8 P 0.4135|  35.00 |  14.47
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