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Abstract

Wu Shou Li (1909-2005)’s academic achievements in the field of
Taiwanese language and philology are extraordinary. Especially with
regard to the research on the Hokkien documents of the traditional opera
"Li Jing Ji"", Wu collected and reconstructed various versions of the early
opera texts, and classified different kinds of its vocabularies. His research
further comprised textual research on the etymology, clarification of the
relationship between the vocabulary "diachronicity” and the early opera
texts of the Hokkien literature, as well as the classification of the "Li Jing
Ji"’s mixture of common and borrowed characters into readable texts,
followed by a comparative study of these versions of Hokkien documents
published in different historical epochs.

Wu Shou Li entered Taipei Imperial University during the Japanese
colonial period, and received an academic training in oriental philology.
Wu's research methods inherited the textual research style of the Kyoto
School. This academic experience prepared him to gradually shift his
research purpose toward historical research of the Hokkien language.
Focusing on what is known as "the disjunction of phonetic and character"
in these Southern Hokkien vocabularies, Wu attempted to establish an
etymological relationship between the written records in early documents
and modern phonetics, as to explore the historical development in
pronunciation and vocabulary semantics.

This thesis investigates Wu Shou Li's research methods and his
academic viewpoints. Chapters reconstruct Wu's early years of study
experience, including the academic training he received and the
researches he accumulated from the Japanese era to the post-war period,
using the method of historical research. Special attention is paid to Wu's
methods and discussions in his analysis of early opera literature,
occurrence of rhyme words, and the etymology about the vocabularies of
Southern Hokkien. The final chapter evaluates previously mentioned
discussions on Wu’s usage of language materials and his linguistic
analysis, as to delineate the features of Wu Shou Li's academic works and
his contribution to the study of the Hokkien language.

Keywords: Wu Shou Li, Southern Hokkien, Philology, Textual Research,
Etymology
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