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Abstract

In December 1948, the R.O.C. government’s reign over mainland China was in a
near-collapsed state after being defeated in the Hsu Pang Campaign. On April 23, 1948,
the Chinese Communist Party took over Nanking, and the R.O.C. government transferred
to Kuang Chou. Then on October 15 they went on to Chung Ching, and on November 12,
on to Cheng Tou. After two weeks or so, according to the presidential order “Transfer the
Government to Taipei, and set up headquarters in Xichang to command the armed forces
to fight in mainland China”, the R.O.C. government soon became established in Taipei and
Taiwan became the R.O.C.’s last basement for “the counterattack and restoration of state.”
As the supreme representative institution, what was the Taiwan Provincial Senate’s opinion
regarding this historical change? How was its response? What was its role in the change?
These questions are worth pondering.

Chiang Kai-Shek in fact took seriously the Legislature’s attitude and wrote to Chen
Cheng, the Taiwan provincial governor on December 7 that “the government has decided
to transfer to Taiwan and must be welcomed. I hope the representative institute in Taiwan
shows their allegiance”. Soon on December 9, the Taiwan Provincial Senate wrote a
telegram to chief executive officer Chiang, the Presidential Office, and ministers of the five
Yuans to welcome the arrival of R.O.C. government on behalf of the Taiwanese people. It
shows that the Taiwan Provincial Senate not only represented public opinion but also led it,
hence, the position and function of the Taiwan Provincial Senate are important and worth
researching. This article aims to understand the interaction between the Taiwan Provincial
Senate and Taiwan Provincial Government, its opinion on the R.O.C. government’s transfer
to Taiwan, and its assistance to the offices and staff transferring to Taiwan by taking the
R.O.C. government’s transfer to Taiwan as an example. This is aided by news published at
the time, memoirs, and Taiwan Provincial Consultative Council Files, Taiwan Provincial
Office Files, and President Chiang Files. The aim is to understand the Taiwan Provincial
Senate’s attitude and response.
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