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For a variety of reasons, a new purpose-built building to replace an old
one, or to offer a public service for the first time at a new location, may not
be possible. Alternatives to a new building will then have to be considered.
Library refurbishment-redecoration, repair and refurnishing-can be seen as a

better-financed “makeover” that allows much more to be achieved than the more
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basic approach of reviewing and improving existing space. Careful planning,
skillful design, and community support can transform our historic library
building resources into ever valuable twenty-first century centers of learning.

Recently, major features of most public library’s renovation include: 1)
Create a welcoming and attractive library space, 2) Provide space for library
collections to grow and to accommodate new formats, 3) Increase the number of
computer work-stations , 4) Offer space for art displays, lectures, and cultural
events, 5) Consolidate all services to children in one functional and child-
friendly space, 6) Improve physical accessibility by lowering book shelves and
widening aisles, 7) Incorporate energy efficient and sustainable design
features

The article introduces solutions of library renovation, including refurbish,
remodel, reutilize and extend the existing building, some tips to surviving
library construction, the experiences of public libraries in Taiwan and Foreign

countries and major features of library renovation.
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