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The Study of the Beigang Pilgrimage Culture

Graduate Institure of Architecture and Cultural Heritage,
Taipi National University of the Arts
Taipi, Taiwan (R.O0.C)
Master's Thesis
January 18, 2018

Graduate Student: Huang, Wei-Chiang
Advising Professor: Lin,Cheng-Wei

Abstract

The Beigang Pilgrimage is a cultural heritage of Yunlin, which starts in Qing Dynasty, and
has a wide range of influence in Taiwan. In Taiwan the Mazu worshiping culture makes Beigang
Pilgrimage an important religious activity, during which over ten thousand people crowd into
Beigang township, weaving a rich and colorful pilgrimage culture.

In this study, historical documents and modern field observations were investigated to
examine the development history of the pilgrimage culture from the Qing dynasty to modern
times. Subsequently, field study was conducted. Based in Chaotian Temple, the author
interviewed pilgrimage groups who were arriving and leaving, and expanded the study outward
by following them to the local areas. Observations and interviews at two places were conducted
to collect pilgrimage cultures in different regions. The author also focused on the interaction
between the Beigang society and the pilgrimage groups to analyze the connections among
social groups, businesses, parade formation (“Din Tao”), and pilgrimage groups. Finally, the
author concludes this study by relating his participation goals, process, and discussion in
promoting the legal designation of the Beigang Pilgrimage as an intangible cultural asset of
Yunlin County.

This study had three research goals. The first was to discuss the historical development
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and changes in the Beigang pilgrimage to present the features and progress of the Beigang
pilgrimage in each era. The second was to conduct field work on Beigang pilgrimage groups
from various places in Taiwan. For that purpose, Taiwan was divided into four areas based on
administrative geography, and then the pilgrimage practices in each city and county were
examined in detail. The third was to investigate the cultural exchanges between Beigang
residents and pilgrimage groups due to long-term interaction. These three goals were intended

to lead to the development of a comprehensive understanding of the Beigang pilgrimage.

Keywords: Beigang Chaotian Temple, Beigang Pilgrimage, Social

relationship ,Mazu worship, pilgrimage culture
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