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The Role and Influence of the Japanese Military Forces on the
“Control of the Aborigines” in Colonial Taiwan

Yi-hung Lin"

Abstract

This article reviews the role played by the Japanese military forces and their
influences on the aboriginal administration policies in colonial Taiwan. The
military was not the major force in aboriginal control; however, it had a
crucial influence on the aboriginal control business dominated by the police.
The military was directly involved, for example, in the battles conquering the
aborigines and they occupied or marched on aboriginal territories. Among the
battles in which the military was directly involved in aboriginal control,
those during the “Five-year Plan for Controlling Aborigines” between 1910
and 1914 were the most influential,—and this involvement resulted in the
stereotypical impression that the Japanese military defeated the aborigines.
Indirectly, the military ‘system' set ‘an example for the police’ system of
aboriginal control. From the military, the police learned professional skills on
the battlefield such as using cannons and the military provided heavy
weapons such as artillery which the police needed for aboriginal control. The
Russo-Japanese War had a profound influence on aboriginal control,
including the use of electric fence, the provision of cannons to the police,
military officers transferring to serve as high-ranking police officers to
command aborigine-control battles, and low-ranking veterans serving as
“aiyw’

aboriginal attacks.

9

or “keite”: both of which were frontier police guarding against

Keywords: Japanese military forces, control of aborigines, aborigine territory,
colonial war, conquering aborigines, marching in aborigine
territory, military personnel transferred to the police
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