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Tradition and Modern Advances Together: the image-building of
Lin-Chuen Temple during the period of Japanese Rule

Yi-hsuan Kuo”

Abstract

The Lin-Chuen Temple is one of the “four main influential temples” during
the period of Japanese rule and has always been extensively discussed. The
previous studies of this temple always focused on the vital role of the history
of Taiwanese Buddhism and education. However, this temple was also
trend-setting in the architecture of Buddhist Temples and in social
networking. This study concerns how the Lin-Chuen Temple interacts with
the public and attract people’s attention other than religious activities.
Through the poetic proses, the diaries of gentries, and photographs and
paintings of exhibitions at the time, attempts will be made to understand how
the traditional temple became a “salon” of the gentries and a scenic spot. It is
worth noting that the circulation of photographs and travel notes represent
this temple close to the public with images and written languages; it is not an
inaccessible sanctuary. Meanwhile, recording by Chinese poetry and
photographs reflect its simultaneous image of traditional and modern
advances.

Keywords: Lin-Chuen Temple, Ying Society, Saigoku Kannon Pilgrimage in

Keelung
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